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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
June 28, 1867 


Hon. Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Dear Sir: 

I have recently cause a careful examination to be made by single pieces, of the actual 
weights of such of our coins as are not pre-adjusted by hand, namely all except the gold coin and 
silver dollars. It is [a] satisfaction to find that the silver pieces, from the half dollar to the three- 
cent show a sufficient and I may say creditable conformity to the standard and allowances exacted 
by law. This is due to the final touch of the draw-bench which, I take some pride in saying, is an 
invention of a Chief Coiner of this mint of olden-time (Adam Eckfeldt), and it was afterwards 
introduced into the Royal Mint at London, as I am informed. 

But in the adjustment of the inferior alloys, nickel and bronze. The use of the draw-bench 
is impracticable, more than that, the requisite rapidity of such coinage, ought not to be delayed by 
such nicety. In conformity with this view, all the lower coins, except the five cent, have by law, an 
allowance for deviation sufficiently liberal to protect the operative officer. In the case of that one 
coin, the idea of the committee in Congress was to make it serve the additional purpose of a five- 
gramme weight; with reference to a probable international postage law. The limit was therefore 
made very close: too close for a coin of that sort, and yet too large for an accurate weight. I find 
that the limit has been exceeded in a few cases and I do not see how it could have been otherwise, 
on considering the very careful report thereon made to me only three days since by the Chief 
Coiner, a copy of which is herewith enclosed. 

I therefore request that on a fit occasion you will recommend to the Committee on 
Coinage to prepare a supplement to the five-cent law altering the limit from two to four grains. 
This scope will rarely be taken, but in a few cases it may, and I think we ought to have it. An equal 
range is allowed to the one, two and three cent pieces. 


I have the honor to be...., 
H.R. Linderman 
Director 


